
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Lenten Service 
 
 
 

 
 

February 21, 2018 
 

Prelude 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn             “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  (vv. 1-3)    No. 539 
 

Opening Prayer            John Rathmacher 
 

Scripture Readings     

   Numbers 21:4-9 
   The Israelites traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the 
Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on 
the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest 
this miserable food!” 
 

6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the 
people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and 
said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against 
you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So 
Moses prayed for the people. 
 

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; 
anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a 
bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was 
bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 
 

   John 3:14-18 
   Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that 
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in  



him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name 
of God’s one and only Son. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Announcements 
 

Offering 
 

Message  “God’s Will and My Inadequacy: Moses”  Pastor Kurt 
 

Special Music                      “My Tribute”                  Deb Olson 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Hymn                     “Lift High the Cross”     (vv.1,3,4)     No. 450 
 

Postlude   

 

 

 
 

 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson        Lenten Meal: Men of Immanuel 
 

Welcome to our second Lenten Service in 2018. Please join us 
You are invited to continue to be a part of our Lenten observance 
by attending our special mid-week services. 
 

Lenten Services: On Wednesday nights, we are focusing on a 
series of Lenten services based on Jesus’ prayer Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. People from the Bible will help 
us reflect on how God’s will is done in our lives and world. On 
Sunday mornings, our focus is on themes and prayers of Biblical 
hope using Seek God for the City 2018, which provides readings 
and prayers for every day of Lent. 
 

Wednesday, February 28 Schedule: 

6:00 P.M.  Lenten Supper hosted by the Senior Choir (Social Hall) 

7:00 P.M.  Lenten Worship: God’s Will and My Dreams: David 

7:45 P.M.  Trinity/Confirmation Classes; Senior Choir Rehearsal 

We encourage everyone to use the “Seek God for the City” 2018 
prayer booklets each day from Ash Wednesday to Palm Sunday. 
Booklets are available on the table in the narthex for $3. A free 
children's version is also provided. A companion app is available 
for 99 cents in your appstore.  
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided! 
 

Parsonage Cleaning Day: Saturday Feb 24, 9:00 a.m. A young 
family from Nebraska (Brent and Tonia Hazlitt and their 4 kids)  
is moving to Story City in mid to late March. While they search  
for a home in the area, they are going to rent the parsonage 
temporarily. In preparation for their arrival, we need to deep  
clean the floors, windows, & bathrooms. Please come and help  
on Feb. 24; bring your own cleaning supplies. Let's welcome 
 them to the community with a sparkling place to live! 
 

The Immanuel Church Council is calling a special 
congregational meeting on Sunday, February 25, to take place  
in the sanctuary immediately following worship. The purposes  
of the meeting are to recommend the formation of a Call 
Committee consisting of seven individuals as specified in our 
constitution and to change the job description of Pastor Kurt  
from Associate Pastor to Lead Pastor to more accurately  
reflect his duties. The following people have been asked by  
the Church Council and have agreed to serve on the Call 
Committee: Joel Danielson, Cathy Isebrand, Seth Kowalik,  
Ashlee Mullenbach, Halli Oberender, Patty Rathmacher, and  
Ben Winecoff. Please plan on attending this special 
congregational meeting! 
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 
 



Thy Will Be Done 

A Series of Services for the Season of Lent 

 

 
 

Week 1: God’s Will And My Inadequacy 

 

Discussion Questions 
 

Would you rather get 2 teeth pulled or speak in front 
of 2,000 people?  
 
 
Would you rather join your favorite singer on stage for 
a song, or spend an hour with your favorite author in 
private conversation? 
 
 
What do these preferences say about your personality 
or history? 
 
 
Talk about a time when you felt really inadequate. 
What was the situation? How did you deal with it? 
How did it turn out? 
 
 

 
Talk about the following with someone who can point 
you back to Jesus and his love for you: 
 

• If you had a clear invitation to join Jesus in his 
kingdom work, would you more likely avoid the 
situation or try to take charge of the situation? 
Do you have a story from the last week that fits? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does dependence on Jesus look like in your 
daily life? What do you want it to look like? What 
kind of support would you need to bridge that 
gap? 
 
 
 
 
 

• The bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness is 
one image for the forgiveness we receive 
because of the cross of Jesus. What images of 
forgiveness are most powerful for you? 

 
 

 


